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Progress
The Histo ry jfifv Balmain
I t’s Rapid Rise to

7i5th Y E A R  CELEBRATICW S
T H E  Early Settlers of Sydniey Were sooo attradied W fba" I>tetiy 

middlafiiig bush-land, w hidi was y ^ u s later to  be Imown M 
Bafanaiit, with its niiles of indented iratei^fioiitage, o ^  dhister^

’ ing on every rodk and piawhs and  abomditt^r in every Ekiy, it 
'w as a  veritable Picnic Groimd -r^ espkned by m m f sports who 

Iheir giuis shootnig fauna, sasd G ilbbiid^ n^idrrW ^e 
; so mnnerous that i t  was generally known as th e  'plaoe fi)r GiU-birdb»^
: The many oredcs, rocks and eaves m ade it an ideal Sanctuary. :

mand for homes in tiiis  taTpred lôThe picnic parties were ferried 
across Darling Harbour by watermen 

: in skiffs from Miller’s Point, Sydnê v̂ 
" and as the, city grew, Kinj^. Street 
' 3P̂ harf Vas greatly availed of as 

starting point* The bush >W^gks to
J Garrjfowen orchard were sooni well:def.

J-fined-^he novelty ^  seeing oranges': 
p growing on the'trees was the’ attrac;:.
J tip% and ^j^dyed profit to the „or-
'jto r d is t /  ^  <^arged iA  for >dmis- 

^sitors tq;eat all
irec^ froni jthe t r e e ^

Ihe 
[i&>a

took place on the 29th March, 1860, ^k: 480/17/3^
and the fallowing gentlemen were de* fuel' nnk f l ig h t  £2/13/6,r Sundries
dared elected: E. Cameron, W. O. S. L l7/S /6,;i^  16/6, b uryi^  dead
Evans, J. Beattie, J. Burt, Dr. Elliott, deg" i/6> total, ^ 3 /1 8 /9 /^   ̂ ^ f4.':
John Booth, M. Palmer, Reynolds, 
Mansfield and Captain Rowntree. The 
tetiirning officer was Mr. James Shoo- 
^bert. The first meeting of the coun­
cillors was held at the residence of 
Aid. T, Rowntree, and Aid. Hugh 
Mansfield: was elected chairman. .
, The first Council Clerk was Thomas 
Butterfieidi and the* first by-laws were

 ̂Tbis balance- sheet w ^  drastfeally 
commented upon at the tim e.. ft  show­
ed* that to collect £1864/4/li^ Ô fftce î x- 
pendiure amounted to £728^" ThuU for: 
every 20/- collected it cost about 8/- 
to collect. : Special mention was' mad :̂ 
o f the 1/6 for burying a dead dog; also: 
the items, charwoman coupled wito 
petty i cash;; £7/9/11; something like

published In the <Joveriiment Oazetle ^ ^ scrubbing the
on the 24tii July, 1860.

cality and Quotes from the /S y d n ^  
Morning flerald” of 20/15/186^^^^
■ It. is, a well-known fact lhal:,acaff 

eelyĵ  a day passes v^thout nuJ^rous 
enkniries| Ifeing "made  ̂for ̂  homes in  

"JB^matn,.4>y every hlaas p f  ̂ society-T.
; be known that yon late about 

eifect-aTAwelto ia  Balinai]^
and>.,yon. can ^ebiire a  l^antC befora  
the first stone is ^
- The first . 20 yea^"^^er ,*Ae suV,̂  
division flow ed wonderM  progress In  

1 ;M the vflisge of Balmaihj^whiciy 
* * j^oed f ille r  th e ope^^cm

Pc^iee A ^ o tt Se^tember/^^
innJiicyipaU^JpfJ,

I-it

m

office, etc.
The clerk and surveyor received 

£224/10/8. ^
Darling Street seems to have been 

the favorite street, all through, for 
Upwards of £3000 was "expended on Jt 
during the first year. William Street 
and St. Andrew Street were not for̂ ' 
gotten—one had 8A, the other . 17/6 
laid out in repairs. It is thought that 
some of the councillors mukt have 
lived in that neighbourhood to have 
merited such lavish expenditure.” .  ̂

The fact that so much money had 
been used to make^Darling Street, is  
having swallowed up all the rateonnd 
Government endowment for the firSt 
12 months. , - -

Al^adtown, but this petition shared 
the^ate of the previous one.
; Th^ total amount re»?eived during 
the iiikt 16 years by the council was 
.approximaately £15,000.

l^gal expenses show through the 
ftrs4Jt5 years, but 1,875 outvotes them
all̂ . with £210. For the 12 months
ending August, 1875, the four wards 
contributed £2242; and the office and 
legal expenses amounted to £8/3, 
i s ; more than one-third of the gross
ainoiint----- or about 7/6 for every 20A
raised. Again, the item for ferries,
increases in amount year by year, the 
amount for the last 12 months being 
£6/3/*- Well may Aid. Mossman on 
Tuesday^ 11th January, 1876, propose, 
“That this council go into committee 
for ̂ consideration of the financial po­
sition of the borough, with a view, if 
practicable, to decrease the working 
expenses of this councirs affairs; at 
least, until such times as its funds be­
come in a more flourishing condition.”
It Was postponed because of likely 
changes in council. "With loss of 
Goyemmeht endowment amounting 
for year ending February, 1875, to i 
£568/14/2 it woujd seem, something 
should'be done, as selling debentureŝ n̂̂  
wl!l-kbt feat for ever,- though accord-;

recorded ; ii
dlftce, ^ d n e y , dated T/f/1801, con; 
veyed by bargain and tlm whole

'jiefeated
effort, %y G- W. Allen, 

quire, of the Glebe, who was elected 
^speaker in .the Legislative Assembly.

MayoXj
rate m b n e ^ ;k ^ j^ tt^ id ^ ^  .rer 

s la n ts  tg  this datei^bu^^lm tT ii^ l* ‘ 
amopntipg; to  filOO ware disposed

‘̂HONEST JOHN.”
4^*The late John Stbrey,

 ̂ |lLi.A., was one of the dis­
trict’s most worthy represen­
tatives. At the time of ?fiis 
death, he was the Premier of 
New South Wales. His son, 
Eric, who served i p : /Jpe 
Great War, .died recently, as 
did his wife, Lady Storey. 
The late . Mr. Storey was 
known as “Honest John,” a 

* title that he richly deserved. 
f)ur former Member, rose to 
great heigh t as a Statesman 
from the wprkifig class. He 
.served his apprenticeship, as 
a boilermaker, at the Mort’s 

' Dock & Engineering Col Ltd. 
The Storey’s family work 
for local charity ^  still 

„ spoken o f the district.

;t» Octoi.®',- 3 6 f. ;&■

The Late JOHN STOREY,
Of his right, title and interests jin  the

m^ifi Council m ^ t^ ^  #ere 5|r#eh<., 
the chairman, D?.; K  ■ v ^ ;  councilip-^f 
Beattie, Burt, Evans/ Rowntree aSd  ̂r 
iStenhouse. ‘ . /  f 1 v : -  .

A letter frmn R. Tl ’ /ord* drawing 
attention of condition ^̂  fJfa^on 
Suggested: Property owners dp their 
own repairs, subject to approvaf of 
surveyor.

The balance sheet, for the first 12 
months to June, 1861, makes interest^ 
ihg'reading:—

R eceip t: Rates to June, 1861: East 
ward £696/15/3i, south ward £397/12/- 
north ward £770/l/9i; total, 
£1864/9/li; Governmentk endowment 
£1864/9/li, miscellaneous 10/i; total, 
£3729/8/3i.

Crown grant to John Gilchrist for 5/- 
Of lawful money. " ..

^ohn Gilchrist had the  ̂nai4 :̂!^orth?  ̂
wifek added his ^ rn am e^ b ^ g *deii-. 
cendcd on. xfiateriial - aide; from 
Boi^hf of Scotlr;d. ; * ,
. The ciex-  ̂recorded step, is a letter of 
attorn^ by John Borthwick (Gilchrist 
to Frederick Pan / .o f  the whple of 
the 650 acres thei known as Gilchrist 
Place, the said Frederick Parbui^ was 
given full power to subdivide and sell 
in lots of TOO acres or less on terms 
of 5 years or less, aiN̂  to account to 
John Borthwick Gilchrist. He . was 
specially instructed to reserVa a road 
60 feet wide from Darling Harbour 
to  ̂Grose Hill. J. Reuss Was his
surveyor, an d « Frederick Barbury 
built his home overlooking W ate^iew  
Bay and > named it / ‘Bray-y^iapr” 
(Welsh for “Waterview’*V;Tn' the year

[' The number: of p le ^ r s  jpn ih e  roll 
were 3383. It Was jin PCtobprjT859, 
the/ residents petitioned t%e Legisla-. 
five Assembl^: to have !!B?dmaiii pror 
cjalmed /a  municipality /  pad, .^divided 
into three wards: .
/,T h e  petition was signed; by; 373 of 
the 'residents/ Aonong the names jin 
this petition we read Cameron, Mans­
field, Evans, Pefkins, Grafton; Boss 
—and, as every progressive measure 
has its objectors, we find that a coun­
ter petition was a few days later prê  
sented against the proposed munici­
pal incorporation, signed by 416,per  
sons, among whom ..were; McBeath, 
Fenton, Cherry, Nash, . Llewellyn, 
Beach, Gordon; but notwithstanding 
the extra 43 names upon the second 
petition, the first petition was duly 
acknowledged, and Balmpin was pro­
claimed a municipality oh/the, 21/2/60 
and was divided into three.wards, vis:

 ̂ /porth,;sout¥'and‘‘'^^^*-?’̂ '®
! ;v.^png early sales recorded "are 15:'coihprised the ea£st end from centre 
<acres>to George C’ooi^r in 1839; Ito  ̂of Adolphfis/Btyeet and';N^ ;jQhn 
Mathpw Hopry MarshTfiT844; to John  ̂S tr^ t (now .B t jJFohn B tr e ^ );« The 
B eattldin 1^45; fd  John |FraJ,^r Gray, north and south wards comprised 
iti 1846; to Wi|liaA Xhirtfs' (Thames/balance o f . Tnui^lpaUty^ 
Stre^i^  In  Young, Janies A ld ^  /huundOry lipe, chptril
pon, William, Joseph Lodke, l^ nsr;of Darling^ Street and Ado|ph^

year 1^53 we have Oyidence and Garrvowen Fencd/ ^̂
,/| and New John Strept,/JohW^ woman £6//l/ll, rates ol office £1,

!6 and Garrvowen Fencd/^: 1— 1

. M ayor and AJdormwi.
- Afternooti: Half fioilday. tdr'l.■ 'Ohridren.̂  ''  ̂ v 'w f
:p.p«lifi.: School Safety

p^ition^ In Rozette tAchSdl/
; . presentation o f Shield id'W it 

school. ■ ’
J8 , p,m<. t Balmain Hospital Johllf

- /.^Meeting. ‘ Vice Regal p a rtj' " 
\  hter In attendance In ToiWn l̂*

Reception by \  
ship the Mayor, Altfemfii^^ ai 

'  ̂citfaens to  the Vice Regal pair
In Balmain Town Halh

T U E S D A Y ; -
2BL community Concert lit ; 

own Hall. Admission: > Adulta" 
6d., children 3d. In aid of wireless: 

in Hospitals Fund. * /■

8 p.m.: 
T o

W E D N E S D A Y : m
8 p.m.: Reunion Dinner in Balmalfi! 

Town Hall. /

TH U R S D A Y :
7.3 p.m.: Elkington Park baths and^j 

park under Illumination. Ffhol 
, Brigade Band, vaudeville turns In? 

park, and swimming races, diving/ 
exhibition and- polo match In*̂ ! 
baths Baths free. j * „

F R ID A Y : ‘ ‘
7 p.m.: Special shopping day, grand

garado of bands throughout main ..
usfness thoroughfare in the dli^- 

trlct. •
S A TU R D A Y ;

S p.m.: Balmain Hospital card 
party, Town Hall.

The Late DR, R. STOPFORD# M.L.A.
.. ^  ................... ......................... - - -- ■

; '̂Some residents. bac8me so dij^^nt-/ iffliTo report of Mullens at a meeting 
ed that early in  1861 they pf^sente4^/ p i  T lth January, six debenture* sold
■ ' QAA va'ctldottltct rwnlv 9. r»tsnt Irtcaa petition ^Signed' by 900 residents ^fbr'£98, or only 2 per cent, loss.
praylnjg* that the municipality be div* ^ ^  fol?egoing reveals some of the 
Ided from Thames Street waterfront, eaTiy struggles and the rapid advance 
to be called Strathern. This petition from the village to the municipality, 
was objected to by a counter petition; which can no vj boast an annual in- 
in November of the same year (1861), dome of over ie0,000; while the pre­
signed by 200 residents, and no fur- Sent/impfoved capital value approxi- 
thev notice was taken. mates £7,600,000..

strathern. It Is explained, was po- For .many years Balmain was al- 
pular, for on the north side of Mort residential; but the ever-
Street stood the Strathern Hotel, kept growing M^ustries of the colony caU- 
by one Watfer, who was also a stone- ed . ter-; deep-water and extensions.Mr. J. Quirk, M.L.A.

■ Expenditure, By works, Darling St mason (he built the stone stores'; ^ an y  Of the beautiful homes of
^2561/8/6, Adolphus Street £12/13/6, alongside the dock entrance, Tro»: OOr hdtable Australian pioneers were
St. Andrew Street 17/6, William .ton Street). These buildings with'the Bacrlflced to meet this demand; and
Street 8/-; total, £2565/7/5. Office ex- Iron bracket, which carried the kero- Bklpaia Is to-day one of the most Im-
pehditure, furniture and surveyor’s in- gejie lamp to guide , the ships to the portant

dock/are still in position behind the 
present extensive offices.

Another petition was presented in 
June, T8 69, praying that the municl- 
^ l i t y  be divided at Aam Sti^et/

struments £135/13/6; rent £56/6/6, 
€lerk and surveyor £224/10/6, assea- 

l̂90, collector £36/1/6, pound- 
' ft^^per £19/15/6, petty cash and char-

industrial suburbs of tbe 
Gtata-*r- îth a population of close upon 
60/006 ^rsona.

V The local police have found â  pay 
eny^dpe containing money, and the

__f
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' * *
u n ic ip a lit y

, 1st December to Saturday, 7th December
19 3 5

Programme for W eek:
SUNDAY, 1st DECEMBEI^-

Special Church Services (Day or Night). 
3 p.m.: Band Recital Elkington Park, 
Railway Institute Band.
Collection in aid of Balmain Hospital.

MONDAY, 2nd DECEMBER—

Morning: Presentation of Medallions: to school 
Children by Mayor and Aldermen

Afternoon: School Half Holiday.

2 p.m.: School Safety Patrol Competition and 
Presentation of Shield at Rozelle School ’

.8 p.m.: Balmain Hospital Jubilee Meeting. Town 
HalL Yice-Regal Party in attendance.

9 .^  p.m.: Vice-Regal Reception, Council Cham­
bers.

TUESDAY, 3rd DECEMBER—
8 p.m.: 2BL. Community Concert, Town HaR 

Admission, Adults 6d, Children 3d. Proceeds in 
aid of Wireless in Hospitals Fund.

WEDNESDAY, 4th DECEMBER- 
8 p.m.: Re-Union Dinner Town Hall.

THURSDAY, 5th DECEMBER— .
7.30 p.m.: Elkin^on Park and B aths‘imder 

Illumination, Fire Brigade Band, Vaudeville 
Turns, Diving Exhibition, Swimming Races and 
Polo Match.

FRIDAY, 6th DECEMBEl^-
Special Shopping Day. Balmain and Rozelle 

Shopkeepers solicit your support.

SATURDAY, 7th DECEMBER—
-- 8 p.m.: Balmain Hospital Card Party, Town Hall; 

Admission, 2/-. All invited.

C E C I L  S T A P L E T O N ,  J.Pw,^^ S
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